Our aim is to foster
the life and mission of member
churches, both individually and
together.

Association Secretary with a heart
for mission

Energetic and passionate, but that does the Baptist family in th
merely describe David’s support for Newca: Union. In all of this h
United, but his deep and strong commitmen has been graciously s
serve Jesus Christ. We have had the privilec ported by his  wifef
David serving the Association in different « Miriam, as his Adminis
pacities since 1997. He retired earlier in the \ trative Assistant and w®
from the post of Regional Tutor of the Northc express our gratitude
Baptist Learning Community and this mot Miriam for all that she
retires as Association Secretary. has done in the bac® \
ground. David’s ministry \
As Regional Tutor David has helped many amongst us has taken hiiii : :
deepen and broaden their faith and knowledc into many contexts, but we are grateful for alttha
the Christian Faith and service, and has t he had done, the insights and enthusiasm that he
particularly helpful to those who have sou has brought and we wish God'’s richest blessing
accreditation as lay preachers and lay pas on him and Miriam in this new phase of life.
As Association Secretary he has served at
heart of association life, relating to churches
individuals and engaging with the wider life
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Co-ordinator stimulating
interest in world mission

The whole world for the whole of the north able. Cath has preached in our churches, led
England. Cath has served the Lord workingtitaining events for local church representatives,
promote mission around the globe through BMScouraged those considering missionary ser-
World Mission for the past 17 years. Workingce, developed our awareness of world mission.
for BMS she has served within the three nor8he has done all these things and more with an
ern associations of the North West, Yorkshaeident love for her Saviour and a passionate
and Northern. This includes an area from #mrituality those has informed and infused the

north coast of Wales to Berexcellent presentations she has made amongst
< wick and Hull to Carlisle.  us.

= \ Cath is well known in manyCath has been an excellent advocate for BMS
.~ of our churches and also iWorld Mission but more than that she has given
j the life of each Associationher time, wise counsel and encouragement to

") She has been a valued partmfiny as she has served us. As Cath steps back
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BMS

By now you all should have heard that | will be retiring at
the end of this month after seventeen years as the BMS
World Mission Co-ordinator for North England.

Thank you all so much for all your help, advice, support
and friendship that | have received. | will miss you all!

BMS will continue without me and | do urge you to keep
up to date by using the website regularly.
www.bmsworldmission.org The work that is continuing all
over the world is vital and each one of you has a part to
play in it by praying, giving and perhaps even going just
like the Norton church did this last summer.

At this present time we are asked to pray for all the areas
where there are the so called ‘Natural Disasters’ and all
the war torn areas.

The Big Read

A special initiative for the North East during Lent 2010 is
The Big Read. There are three opportunities for people
to get involved. 1. To buy the Big Read Book which is
copy of Luke’s Gospel with translation and study notes
by Bishop Tom Wright giving guidance for reading it
throughout Lent. 2. There will be an opportunity to be-
long to or organise your own Big Read Group. We hope
that across the North East there will be opportunities for
groups of Christians to meet together during the week to
share together how they have found reading Luke and to
pray together. 3. There will be an opportunity to go to
some Big Read Events. Bishop Tom Wright will speak at
a meeting before Lent to help us know what to look for

Moderators’ Musings

Having only been in post for a few months | am finding
something to say to you all very difficult. | know
you are now saying ‘That's not the Ray | know,
lost for words!!” But surely | am supposed to
say something uplifting and encouraging.... |
know | will tell you about my HOLIDAYS, ok
then only the one. When visiting my brother in
Berlin he (a non believer) pointed out, with
much pride, the tower the Communist East

built to rival the Functurm, radio mast, of the west. This

was a triumph of Communism and anti God and Faith,
what a wonderful example it would be to the rest of the
world they thought, and those especially in the West. Un-

Please continue to remember our Long

Term NBA Personnel in your prayers.

Roger & Nikki Pearce (Heaton) in Alba-

nia

lan & Andrea (Owton Manor) in North

Africa

Joan Woodyer (Portrack) as she pre-

pares to return to Britain for the foresee-

able future.

Gail & Daniel Castro (Spennymoor Ju-

bilee IM) in Britain studying and search-

ing for their future role.

Clare & Jack (Stanley Street IM) back in North Africa
whilst Jack is convalescing from his recent operation.

Thank you all once again for all you love and support
and my God richly bless you and your churches in His
mission. Cath Mawson

as we read. He will then speak dur-
ing Lent to prepare us for reading
about Jesus’ death and resurrection
and there will be then a meeting with
Bishop Tom after Easter to look be-
yond St Luke and into Acts. We
hope that there will also be A Big
Read Study Day for those who
preach on preaching about Luke, A
Big Read Gathering for those who
will be hosting Big Read Groups and
other Big Read Events.
lan Britton

fortunately when completed and the sun
shines on the panels of the sphere near
the top ‘The Shape of a CROSS’ is seen
from every direction. My brother (a non
believer | think?) explained... This is a tri-
umph of God over the efforts of man to
suppress HIM. What an insight, truly humbled, | think we
can learn a lot sometimes from those who do not believe
as we do. May | encourage you by uplifting the Name of
the God who triumphs Through the Cross of Jesus the
Saviour of the world who can be seen from every direc-
tion.

Ray Richardson



Equador

It was on a sunny August morning
that eight folk from Norton Baptist
Church (NBC) left Stockton on their
long journey to Ecuador to serve
alongside BMS missionaries, Peter
and Vicki Butchers, for two weeks. It
had been a year in the planning but
was now reality! Through the BMS
Church Teams Programme, NBC
sent the team to help and serve in
any way they could — with no expec-
tations. The trip was part of our
church vision to send 80% of the
entire church on some sort of short-
term overseas mission during the
next five years. ‘Impossible’ you cry!
Well, in human terms perhaps, but
the Lord has already enabled 16
different NBC folk this year to serve

maybe not! We took the decision as
a church to raise the £13K needed
as a team so that finance was not
an obstacle to anyone coming who
felt God wanted them to go. The
Lord provided this and more, and
we had great fun raising it which
involved the whole church.

We had a fantastic time in Ecuador
and experienced a wide variety of
mission among those who have very
little. We got involved with children’s
work, medical mission work, two
building projects, took various meet-
ings and learnt quite a bit about
cross-cultural mission using Span-
ish! Peter & Vicki and their children
were absolutely superb.The key
thing about this trip was that we

went to encourage others by serv-
ing alongside them. Consequently,
they blessed and imparted some-
thing to us that has changed us for-
ever. Mission does this! BMS is a
great mission but needs our sup-
port. Let me challenge you to en-
courage our missionaries — it is not
just about going to ‘do’ but going to
'be’ - sharing our lives with others.

lan Fulcher

in this way in seven countries so

Mission in the NBA

As | write this article the results of Back to Church Sunday
2009 are beginning to emerge. A quarter of the 2000 Bap-
tist churches in the UK signed up for B2CS, but | am sure
that many of our NBA churches who didn’t sign up still
used the opportunity to invite friends and family to last
Sunday’s service. The genius of the idea is that it simply
requires those in the pews to invite somebody to come
back to church with them. In times when most Christians
seem to find sharing their faith difficult, a simple invite is
something that many can cope with.

South Bank BC in Middlesbrough had 134 at their morn-
ing service, over 3 times their normal attendance. What-
ever the secret was of that remarkable attendance, | will
endeavour to make sure that the methods they used are
shared around the NBA. | am also sure that other stories
of new people coming and old people returning will
emerge over time, and it will be important to share all the
methods so they can be evaluated and perhaps replicated
for B2CS in your church next September!

It will be interesting to see how many of those who re-
turned on the 27" September are still coming at the end of
October, and what changes churches made to their ser-
vice on the 27" , and whether those changes have re-
mained.

During the last few months a group of 5 from different
parts of the Baptist Union have been working on a Bible
study based resource which seeks to identify the place
of smaller churches (under 40 members) as part of
God's Kingdom work today. On the 18" August, lan Brit-
ton filmed his wife Irene and | doing the DVD introduc-
tions and teaching for each of the 5 sessions at the Hil-
ton Hotel, Newcastle . We are now in the process of writ-
ing the accompanying booklet, with the hope that the
finished resource will be available to all our smaller
churches after BU Council in March 2010, and will prove
to be a source of encouragement to them.

We are also developing our links with Tryon Evergreen
Baptist Association in Texas. We received a group of
ministers from Texas in September and in November |
leading a group to visit them. There is significant enthu-
siasm amongst our churches who are looking for mis-
sion teams from TEBA

in 2010. Please contact

me if you are interested

in part of this develop-

ment.

John Singleton



From the Secretary’s Pen

It has been a great privilege to have
been the Association Secretary for
more than eleven years. In my
younger days | would never have
dreamed | would have done the
work, but there again when even
much younger | would never have
dreamed | would have become a
teacher. God does amazing things
in our lives. We often end up doing
things we never would have imag-
ined, considered or dreamed about -

Home Mission

This year | have attended a number
of National Meetings where we have
discussed the future shape of Home
Mission. You will be pleased to
know that the churches of the NBA
are held in high regard as we seem
to have got our act together way
ahead of other Associations, who
are aiming to catch up. That doesn’t
mean we have everything right but
we are getting there.

One area we are to look at over the
next few months is the ‘Job Descrip-
tion’ of church based Home Mission
Representatives. | would value any
suggestions to help formulate this
into the National Strategy.

You will no doubt be aware that
our NBA Target for this year is
£105,000. We hope to achieve this
by getting all contributions paid DI-
RECTLY into the Home Mission
Accounts (I have details for your
treasurer) so far 21 churches have
signed up to paying into the new
HSBC account on a regular basis.
This means that Home Mission gets
their money in a more effective way
throughout the year. In 2008 345
Ministry Grants were given as well
as 43 Mission Project Grants total-
ling £1,830,000.

Please don't leave your donations
till the last minute, Mid December at
the VERY latest PLEASE.

“How great is our God”. In the past
eleven years it has been a joy to
have seen or heard about amazing
things in many of churches. . | have
enjoyed working with BUGB meet-
ing so many wonderful people but
hopefully | have kept “that it is all
about the local church” in the fore-
front of my Association work. Fi-
nally then, let us not forget we have
an Amazing God who loves to work
in all kinds of amazing ways through

We have also raised extra monies
through a variety of activities, could
you try something:-

Here are 2 of 20

1. HOUSE GROUPS.

Many churches meet as house
groups , why not have a jar in the
middle of the table, where people
can drop in change when they take
their tea and coffee.

2 COLLECTING BOXES.
Home Mission collecting boxes can
be obtained from the Association or
BUGB. Suggest that people take
them and leave them in the kitchen,
by the ‘phone or near the coat rack
where they can collect unwanted
change.

individuals  who
are His Church.
However the
evangelist in me
says how con-
tinually 1 long for more. More com-
mitment, fruitfulness and above all
more lives changed so that the
world might know “How great is our
God” and worship only Him. Philip-
pians 1v 6

David Lennox

The money collected can be added
to your church's contribution.

REMEMBER the LAST Sunday in
October is Home Mission Sunday,
Please use some of your time to-
gether to Pray and give information
and do use the available resources
to good effect, and don't forget to let
me know what you do and found
useful.

| do appreciation all your support of
Home Mission.
The Mission on your doorstep.

| also continue to look forward to
serving you in whatever way | can.
Ray Richardson



100 at Oxford Rd

This year Oxford Road is celebrating its do. This year the church has been open God at the centre of our fellowship and
throughout the week as an outreach cenfamily life.

100" anniversary and has enjoyed a

number of special events to commemo- tre and we have also enjoyed good links

rate the year. One of our church mem-
bers said that her mother was on the
original 1909 church photograph as a
child and was thankful for what the
church had meant to her. Recently we
held our Harvest Thanksgiving and
‘Back to Church’ Sunday and through-
out the week various memorabilia was
displayed in the church; it was interest-
ing to see the reactions of those who
have played such a large part in the life
of the church in more recent years.

As a church we realise how important it
is to be part of our local community
with God at the centre of everything we

into various primary and secondary
schools with the

‘Rhema’ Theatre Com-

pany invited into 5

schools culminating in

drama workshops and

the grand finale All

Age Service.

One of the biggest
challenges we face is
to bring healing and
restoration to our bro-
ken society. At Oxford
Road we want to see

From the Youth Specialist

Hello!

Here's a picture for you that | had
inserted into my head by Matt Sum-
merfield from Urban Saints at New
Life Baptist, Northallerton, just re-
cently. Imagine a queue of young
people reaching up the length of
the UK, from Lands End to John o
Groats , three times over. That's
equivalent to Britain’'s 9 million
young people, most of whom know
the Name of Jesus Christ only as an
expletive.

Yet , of course Jesus says “Let the
children come to me! Don't stop
them from knowing me!” (Mark
10v.14) That's one of the reasons
why, ever since | became a commit-
ted Christ-follower, (a while ago
now!) I've been involved in some
way in reaching children or young-
people with the Gospel. As | begin
this NBA Youth Specialty post, | am
determined we WILL , please God,
fulfil our Psalm 78 obligation too
(look it up!). The young people
across the North-East are worth it.

Thank you and welcome

We rejoice with our friends at Head-
land Baptist Church, Hartlepool,
who have called their first minister
for many years. We look forward to
Keiran Banks beginning his ministry
there in January 2010.

Over many years we have been
grateful for the work of John Bunce
and Malcolm Lloyd who have been
significant members of the Assem-
bly Planning Group for many years,
They have received your bookings

and welcomed you to our Assem-
blies, but now has come the time to
step down from these responsibili-
ties.

Following David’'s retirement the
Association is changing the way it
handles its administration. Gavin
Monument, as our Resources
Group Convenor, will be our Asso-
ciation’s Administrative Contact,
Carol Taylor our Administrative Sup-
port Worker and Chris Mellor is be-

Richard Hetherington

Please DO get in touch with me,
and let’s see how radical we can be
in changing

Church to be the place where teen-
agers find Jesus their way!

tel.01833 695326

mob. 07854237880
chris-cw@hotmail.co.uk

God bless you, Chris Bambrough
Youth Specialist

come our Association’s Company
Secretary. We are grateful to our
friends for their willingness to take
on these responsibilities.

Enquires relating to administration
can be e-mailed to
admin@thenba.org.uk Further de-
tails regarding our new procedures
for administration will be sent to our
churches at the end of October.
John Claydon



Make a Date

25th October: NBA Home Mission Sunday

23rd October: ‘Preach the Word’ - Preacher Trairgagnt

1st December: NBA Council

Association Staff Team

Regional Minister (Pastoral and Team
Leader)

Rev. John Claydon,

23, Church Wynd, Sherburn Village,
Durham. DH6 1QU

Tel. 0191 372 3727

E-mail: johnclaydon@thenba.org.uk

14th January: Bp Tom Wright at Stockton Taberngasepart of The
Big Read

21st January: Leadership Evening for Elders andtcBeaetc.

8th—10th February: Ministers’ Conference

23rd February: NBA Council

Regional Minister (Mission Enabler)
Rev. John Singleton

8, Claydon Grove,

Ingleby Barwick, Stockton on Tees.
TS17 0YG.

Tel. 01642 655551

E-mail: johnsingleton@thenba org.uk

7th March: Evening Celebration with Kingsley Appyag(BU Presi-
dent) at Corporation Road Darlington.

30th April to 3rd May: Baptist Assembly in Plymouth

12th June: NBA Spring Assembly

Youth Specialist

Chris Bambrough,

19, Marwood Drive, Barnard Castle,
County Durham. DL12 8DF

01833 695326

Administration Contact
admin@thenba.org.uk

Faithful through change

Whether we like change may depend on the actual
change we are facing. Some changes bring excitement
and anticipation, others bring fear and apprehension.
Some disrupt our well-trodden routines, others provide an
escape from the trap of dull or worn out procedures.
Whatever the change we face whether in our personal
lives, in our churches or even the Association, the God
whose faithfulness never changes will be with us.

God's very dynamic and creative nature brings change
within us and He calls us to grow and journey with Him. In
the journey of the Association we are going through a pe-
riod of transition. Our changes in staffing mean we move
on into new ways of operating. We look forward to new
people being appointed to take on the roles as Regional
Tutor and BMS Co-ordinator. These appointments will
take time, but the very possibilities will open new opportu-
nities for us all.

e

In this process of change we continue to look to God and
trust His faithfulness. In our personal lives and that of our
churches we need to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus—the
‘author and perfector of our faith’. Let us encourage one
another to press on in our spiritual growth and mission
being faithful to God knowing He is the one who never
forsakes or fails us.

John Claydon

Prayer Pointers
Churches going through times of change

David, Miriam, Cath, Chris and others fac-
ing change in their lives

Kieran Banks as he prepares to move to
Hartlepool

Churches without pastoral oversight




